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ORD–EAST KIMBERLEY EXPANSION PROJECT — ENVIRONMENTAL APPROVAL 

595. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Regional Development:  

Minister, last week the federal Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities, 
Tony Burke, signed the environmental approval for the next phase of works in the Ord–East Kimberley 
expansion project. Can the minister explain to the house what this means for the project?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

I thank the member for North West for the question. This is exciting news for Western Australia. I think for 
many, many years the potential for the Ord irrigation district has been talked about, but it has been very hard to 
get any progress. Last week Minister Tony Burke did in fact sign the environmental approval to allow our Ord 
stage 2 project to proceed. An enormous amount of work was done by the Premier’s Department of State 
Development. I thank the Minister for Agriculture and Food and his team, who worked closely with Tony Burke, 
and the people from LandCorp and the Department of Regional Development and Lands, who pushed very hard 
to bring this project to this stage.  

The federal government’s decision has approved clearing for irrigation and infrastructure of up to 9 375 hectares 
on Weaber Plain, 30 kilometres north–north east of Kununurra. I think we are now starting to understand that 
this is almost the biggest project in Australia involving the expansion of irrigated agricultural production, and it 
is something I think future governments will look back on as a major step forward in the development of the East 
Kimberley.  

Mr C.J. Tallentire: Who is going to buy this land?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells!  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The project infrastructure includes a main drainage channel, smaller distribution channels, 
stormwater and groundwater drainage, flood protection levees and access roads for the first time. On my visit 
there a week and a half ago to attend the Indigenous Achievement Awards I drove for the first time on the road 
alongside the irrigation channel, and I think that all Western Australians will be doing that trip over the coming 
years.  

In mid-October, on schedule, the state government will release up to 17 new farm lots, totalling 7 500 hectares, 
in the Goomig farm area through a request for proposals process. We will be going out to the market. The 
question from the member for Gosnells will be answered in around a month’s time, because we will be going to 
the market to seek expressions of interest for that land. Member for Gosnells, we are not too far away from 
hearing the answer. Importantly, I wonder how, with the member for Gosnells’ take on politics, he reconciles 
that the Miriuwung–Gajerrong traditional owners have already started to work on selecting five per cent of the 
new Goomig lands as part of their entitlements under the Ord final agreement. I pay tribute to the Leader of the 
Opposition, who negotiated that Ord final agreement. I assume that, in negotiating the Ord final agreement, 
under which most of the benefits to the Miriuwung–Gajerrong people will come from the project actually taking 
place, the Leader of the Opposition always intended that in the future, after the Ord final agreement, the project 
would take place and the agricultural land would be developed.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: We paved the way for it with that agreement. You got federal Labor help too.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I think this is important because the Miriuwung–Gajerrong traditional owners receive five 
per cent of the Goomig farmland under that settlement. They will get the first option to purchase an additional 
7.5 per cent of that land. From everything that I am aware of, it seems that the Miriuwung–Gajerrong people will 
take up that entitlement. The traditional owners, who settled native title in the East Kimberley, will own 12.5 per 
cent of the expanded agricultural land. 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: Who will own the other 88 per cent? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: It is a massive step forward in building their capacity to operate in the real economy. I 
would love to have a debate with the member for Gosnells one day about how he reconciles the empowerment of 
traditional owners with his opposition to the Ord project.  

Mr C.J. Tallentire: I’m not opposing it; I’m just asking the question. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Member for Gosnells, over the past six months, investment interest has steadily increased. 
This will obviously intensify with the imminent land release. Early interest in the farmland has been from 
international and interstate corporate investors as well as private individuals. The government looks forward to 
considering the requests for proposals as they come forward. A constant flow of delegations of interested people 
have been coming through the East Kimberley looking at the options and doing their due diligence on the 
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projects they envisage for this expanded agricultural area. This year, cotton has been grown commercially for the 
first time since the early 1980s. This has occurred after 10 years of research and testing at the Frank Wise 
Institute of Tropical Agriculture. Member for Collie–Preston, the Frank Wise institute is the agricultural research 
station in the East Kimberly. You did have some trouble with that on the radio the other day. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The Frank Wise institute has done a really good job trialling crops for the future. The 
member for Collie–Preston called for more work to be done to investigate crops in the East Kimberley, and did 
not know about the Frank Wise institute. It has been there for a long time and — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Agriculture and Food, I call you to order for the first time today. Member for 
Collie–Preston, might I suggest that you keep your voice down a little in this place. 

Mr M.P. Murray: Again, Mr Speaker, your bias is showing. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I have just given you some advice. At this point, I am formally 
going to call you to order for the first time. Might I suggest that you spend a while thinking about what you said. 
That is all I am going to say at this stage. 

Mr M.P. Murray: That’s three months that I’ve spent thinking about these things. 

The SPEAKER: I formally call you to order for the second time today, member for Collie–Preston, and give the 
call to the Minister for Regional Development. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Members will be interested to know that this year 700 hectares of the genetically modified variety of cotton 
allowed under this government’s GM policy have been planted, which is good. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Last year it was about rice. What happened to rice? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am about to get to the rice. Seven hundred hectares have been planted this year. When I 
was up there, I was just starting to — 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I formally call you to order for the second time today.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I think it is important that the Leader of the Opposition expresses whether the opposition 
supports the Ord agricultural expansion. It is a little unclear from the interjections that we have heard today. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The cotton will be harvested in October and the crop processed in the eastern states. This 
year, 650 hectares of rice have been planted, after the first commercial trials for many years were held last year. 
The crops were found to be impacted by a fungus called rice blast; however, this is being controlled with 
pesticides and fungicides. One rice crop in the Ord River irrigation area has been cut for hay. The remaining 
crops will be harvested for export. There is still a lot of interest in rice as a rotation crop in the expansion area, 
and we support that interest. I have heard that it has been one of the best seasons on record for chickpea crops. 
Other crops under cultivation include chia, melons, pumpkins, hybrid seeds, mangoes, citrus and sandalwood. 

The next phase of the Ord–East Kimberley — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: I support the chia crop—daily! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Sorry? 

Mr E.S. Ripper: I support the chia crop. It is very good food. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: There has been very good marketing of the chia crop. 

The next phase of the Ord–East Kimberley expansion demonstrates our government’s commitment to major 
infrastructure in the East Kimberley. It will bring significant economic and social benefits to not just the 
Kimberley, but also the whole of Western Australia. In recent days, there has been renewed interest at a 
commonwealth level in further expansion of the agricultural footprint. I cannot sit without acknowledging the 
partnership of the federal government in the East Kimberley development package—a partnership in which the 
commonwealth government has put money into developing the community infrastructure and the state 
government has developed the agricultural infrastructure. I thank Gary Gray for his hard work in bringing this 
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project along to this stage. We really look forward to hearing from the private sector about where it wants to take 
this project next. I think that the development of the East Kimberley will continue for many, many years to 
come. 
 


